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Image above of a VLANJ 
program participant painting 

with a VLANJ volunteer

_VLANJ-Annual-Report.indd   1_VLANJ-Annual-Report.indd   1 4/19/24   4:11 PM4/19/24   4:11 PM



Mission

Board of Trustees

VLANJ Staff

We empower people with vision loss or blindness by providing 
support, education, and training in assistive technology and 
independent living skills.

Carl R. Augusto, Board Chair

Ming Wu, Vice Chair

Carol Burgio, Secretary

Juan Carlos Sanchez, Treasurer

Kelly Bleach

Lukas Franck

Tajma Kotoric

Lyndsey Lord

Christopher Reichert

Phil So

• William Schuldt, President and CEO

• Jennifer Singer, Vice President for 

Development & Communications

• Elsa Zavoda, Vice President for Programs

• Victoria Lowrie, Program Director

• Laura Downey, Bookkeeper/Office Manager

• Jennifer Santosuosso, Development Assistant

* VLANJ would like to thank Cliff Brookes 

for designing the 2023 annual report
Image above is a VLANJ program participant working 
on a pottery project.
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Dear Friend,

2023 was an extraordinary year at 
Vision Loss Alliance of New Jersey, 
as we reflected on our rich, 80-year 
history and advanced our mission to 
empower people who are blind or 
have low vision. VLANJ created new 
programming, expanded accessibility 
and deepened community 
connections. Throughout our 80th 
anniversary celebration, we honored 
our participants, volunteers, donors, 
instructors and staff — the pillars 
of this amazing organization. Their 
dedication and enthusiasm are what 
power VLANJ, laying the groundwork 
for a robust future.

What began in 1943 in Newark as 
a social club for people with vision 
loss transformed over the decades. 
Through each advancement, fulfilling 
the needs of those we serve has 
remained our driving force. 

VLANJ@Home
After months of preparation, we 
launched VLANJ@Home in September 
2023 to bring occupational therapists 
specializing in low-vision into people’s 
homes. The program is a first of its 
kind in New Jersey, and we are on the 
leading edge of a growing movement 
in the field. It was a huge undertaking, 
but so worth it! Adults with diminished 

or no sight learn strategies to 
safely accomplish daily activities, 
building their skills and confidence. 
(The therapy is approved by most 
insurance plans, including Medicare). 
In the first three months, 13 people 
received at-home OT.

Beyond the comfort of home, VLANJ 
ran three orientation and mobility 
(O&M) outings to help participants 
navigate their communities. They 
practiced getting around in public 
spaces and provided feedback to 
business owners and employees on 
how to best assist a customer with 
vision loss. Our participants said 
the experiences provided excellent 
practice in self-advocacy.

First-Time Collaboration
In our first collaboration with the 
New Jersey Commission for the Blind 
and Visually Impaired, we offered an 
intergenerational fellowship program. 
Participants young and old shared 
wisdom and encouraged and inspired 
one another. They met twice a month, 
virtually over four months and twice in 
person, building lasting connections. 
It was a huge success, and we intend 
to offer it again.

Lack of affordable and reliable 
transportation has long posed an 
obstacle for people with vision loss. 
Thanks to funding from the Lydia 
Collins deforest Charitable Trust Grant 
and the VLANJ Investment Fund, 
VLANJ was able to provide rides to 
and from our Denville location for 25 
people who otherwise couldn’t get 
there. That has been a tremendous 
gift for those individuals and our 
entire VLANJ community.

Successful Fundraisers
Guests of our Tasting in the Dark 
event during Blindness Awareness 
Month are still raving about our 
biggest fundraiser of the year. More 
than 130 guests sampled wines 
paired with music while wearing 
light-blocking eye shades. They had 

fun and gained better understanding 
about the fortitude and resilience of 
our participants. Our second annual 
Day of Giving in June was also a 
success, raising more than $10,000.

A Farewell, and New Faces
While beloved longtime Senior 
Program Director Linda Groszew 
retired after 20-plus years, I’m pleased 
to introduce Victoria Lowrie as our 
new program director. Vicki is doing 
a fantastic job, à la Linda. In 2023, 
we also hired technology coordinator 
Chris O’Neill, who helped launch a 
virtual learning lab, and part-time 
development assistant Jennifer 
Santosuosso to help with fundraising 
and event planning. I’m proud of 
our talented, cohesive, and forward-
thinking team. VLANJ Vice President 
of Programs Elsa Zavoda was honored 
by Accessible Pharmacy Services as 
a certified low vision therapist of the 
year.

I hope you enjoy the annual report, 
which provides a window into VLANJ’s 
impact on the lives of participants as 
they reclaim confidence and purpose. 
I and the entire VLANJ Board of 
Trustees and staff are grateful to 
you, our generous supporters, 
for recognizing the value of this 
organization. We are committed to 
fiscal responsibility and ensuring 
VLANJ is worthy of your trust and 
investment.

Kind Regards,

William Schuldt

VLANJ President and CEO
wschuldt@vlanj.org
(973) 627-0055

William Schuldt
President & CEO
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Financial Statement

Our Impact in 2023

programs. 

education efforts in the community.

other people with vision loss. 

With the support of our Board of Trustees and additional grant funding, VLANJ provided transportation to 25 students 

The Following is a brief Summary of VLANJ’s Audited Financial Statement from 2023
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Vision Loss Alliance of New Jersey offered a total of 1,728 instructional hours across 33 virtual programs and 18 in-person 
programs. 

VLANJ served 74 in-person program participants in our weekly center-based programs, 222 participants in our virtual 
programs and 20 people in low vision occupational therapy. In addition, we reached 283 people via our outreach and 
education efforts in the community.

people received in-home occupational therapy for a total of 50 home visits. In a recent survey, 100% of VLANJ@Home 
participants reported having an in-home OT to be extremely valuable and that they would recommend this program to 
other people with vision loss. 

With the support of our Board of Trustees and additional grant funding, VLANJ provided transportation to 25 students 
who would otherwise not have been able to attend programs, for a total of 418 trips. 

The Following is a brief Summary of VLANJ’s Audited Financial Statement from 2023
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Liz’s Story

As Liz Edwards’ eyesight slowly deteriorated, her world 
unraveled. Corporate downsizing in 2019 cost her a 20-
year career in information technology, and soon after, her 
nearly three-decade marriage ended. Her sons, who’d 
grown up with a self-sufficient mother, grappled with the 
reality of her now needing help with daily tasks.

“I felt like a victim. I felt minimized physically, mentally, 
and emotionally,” said Liz, who holds a Master of Science 
in computer science. “Here’s a woman who used to be 
independent, strong and self-sufficient, and now you’ve 
got to come to terms with your own shifting, and the fear 
and disappointment of loved ones.” 

Fear of Being Defined by Disability
Liz’s journey with diabetic retinopathy began 13 years 
ago, and the initial struggle to accept the diagnosis went 
beyond the fear of losing sight: she dreaded being defined 
by her condition. “People think when you are low vision 
or blind, that that’s the only thing happening in your life. 
But the low vision only exacerbates an already challenging 
life,” Liz said. “There’s a whole humanity behind a person 
who is low vision or blind.”

With her strong faith in God and a lot of soul-searching, 
Liz began to rebuild her life. She went for counseling and, 
in 2021, reached out to the state Commission for the 
Blind and Visually Impaired. Liz received training in daily 
living, vocation, mobility skills and assistive technology in 
her West Orange home. She learned about Vision Loss 
Alliance of New Jersey through the commission and was 
intrigued.

Living a Purposeful, Fulfilling Life
When she joined VLANJ in 2022, Liz initially focused 
on the fitness program but soon gravitated to the self-
advocacy and peer support groups. “VLANJ is seeking to 
empower the total person to be able to live an impactful, 
purposeful and fulfilled life,” she said. “VLANJ offers 
classes that say to me, you are more than your physical 
challenges. It reignites the fire and the fight within me.”

When the facilitator role in the self-advocacy group 
opened, Liz happily volunteered, putting to use her 
2021 certification as a life coach. She believes strongly in 
community “as a necessary and evolving part of navigating 
vision loss.”

Each week, members listen to each other’s challenges 
and successes. “We encourage empowerment on our 
transformative journeys of self-discovery and fulfillment,” 
she said. The point Liz regularly drives home is this: “The 

shifts and adjustments we have to make as people with 
vision loss do not equal inadequacies.”  

At 61, Liz said her involvement with VLANJ has solidified 
her life’s purpose to help others find theirs. Her vision 
loss makes reading a challenge — she must significantly 
magnify print — and she can’t take in the details of 
anything, including people’s faces. Still, Liz refuses to let 
the degenerative disease stop her from enjoying life.

Liz recently traveled to England solo and then to Ghana 
with her sister to attend a festival celebrating African and 
Caribbean music. Liz decided to do “something brave,” 
and for the first time in her life went horseback riding 
on a beach in the West African country. She saw it as “a 
necessary part of my journey towards deeper self-discovery 
and new experiences.”

While initially scared, Liz said, “I felt capable, more 
expectant, excited, and happy! In that moment, I realized 
that I don’t need to wait for life to be good for me to 
be happy,“ she said. “I just need to have the courage to 
embrace what’s in front of me.”

Image above is Liz smiling in front of a brick wall.
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Programs

Center-Based Programs
Our center-based programs consist of our Independent 
Living Skills program, Holistic Wellness program, and 
Technology programs. All are designed to help participants 
adjust to vision loss and gain skills necessary to live 
confidently and independently. The programs build 
community and connection with others and enhance 
participants’ emotional and physical well-being.

Our Independent Living Skills program helps people 
adjusting to vision loss gain self-confidence. Working in 
small groups, they practice skills and strategies to cook 
and perform daily living activities independently and safely.

Our Holistic Wellness program provides skills training, 
peer support, and creative expression through a variety of 
classes, including yoga, art & pottery studios, horticulture, 
West African drumming, and the self-advocacy and peer 
support groups.

Our Mobile Technology program teaches individuals how 
to use the built-in accessibility features of an iPhone and 
iPad and to learn about assistive apps such as Seeing AI 
and Be My Eyes that help with daily living.

Our Leaning Lab supports participants in pursuing 
employment. It teaches them how to access the Windows 
platform using Fusion, a software program that combines 
screen reading (JAWS) and screen magnification (Zoom 
Text).

Low Vision Occupational Therapy 
Services 
Many individuals experiencing vision loss struggle to use 
their functional vision to complete ordinary tasks. Our low 
vision services, provided by an accredited occupational 
therapist with specialty certifications in low vision, help 
them learn skills to maximize the vision they have. 

VLANJ provides education in techniques and skills 
training in personal care, home management, financial 
management, reading, writing and assistive technologies. 
All services are provided under the guidance of an eye care 
specialist and are approved by most major insurance plans, 
including Medicare. 

Image above is a VLANJ program participant in cooking 
class slicing tomatoes.

Image above is a VLANJ program participant in art class 
working with the art instructor.

Image above is a VLANJ program participant working 
on her low vision occupational therapy skills.
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Community-Based 
Programs
VLANJ @Home 
Our newest program was launched in September 2023, 
bringing the convenience of low vision occupational 
therapy services to a person’s home. VLANJ@Home 
focuses on addressing safety and independence in 
completing daily living activities. The occupational 
therapist provides timely, specific individualized 
recommendations in strategies to adjust lighting, enhance 
contrast, improve household organization, and reduce the 
risk of falls and self-injury in the home. These services are 
provided under the guidance of an eye care specialist and 
are approved by most major insurance plans, including 
Medicare. 

Orientation & Mobility Excursions
VLANJ offers community excursions with certified 
orientation and mobility (O&M) specialists, giving 
participants opportunities to learn and practice safe and 
proper techniques for navigating sidewalks and businesses, 
and crossing streets using mobility tools such as a white 
travel cane. Participants interact with business owners 
and employees, practicing self-advocacy and helping 
community members better understand the needs of 
individuals with vision loss.

Virtual Programs
VLANJ offers weekly classes and enrichment programs 
virtually over Zoom, so people can participate from home. 
Among them is the ARISE speaker series, which features 
inspiring leaders with vision loss who achieved their 
dreams and motivate others to pursue their own personal 
and professional goals. STRIVE is a monthly peer support 
program. Tech Talks delves into accessible technologies 
each month, and our VLANJ Voices program addresses 
mental health, O&M and other health-related topics. We 
also offer a one-day educational program called LIFT in 
both Spanish and English. LIFT provide education and 
resources for individuals newly adjusting to vision loss and 
their family members. 

Image above is a VLANJ program participant working 
on orientation and mobility skills in Denville.

Image above is a VLANJ program participant working 
on technology skills with his iPhone.
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Events

During its 80th anniversary year, Vision Loss Alliance of New Jersey hosted two memorable and successful fundraising 
events: the second annual Day of Giving in June and Tasting in the Dark during Blindness Awareness Month in 
October. 

The Day of Giving raised more than $10,000, surpassing a goal of $8,888 set in honor of VLANJ’s 80th year. The event 
garnered shout-outs from two nationally recognized low-vision advocates. Donors included 21 program participants. 
VLANJ Vice President for Development and Communications Jennifer Singer thanked all donors for “their understanding 
of how vital our programs are for maximizing the independence and life satisfaction of adults with vision loss or 
blindness.” In a video posted on social media, Hobie Wedler, a Ph.D. chemist and sensory expert born without sight, 
credited VLANJ with “reshaping what it means to have vision loss in this sighted world that we live in.”

Glimpsing Vision Loss
In October, Wedler headlined VLANJ’s Tasting in the Dark 
at the Park Avenue Club in Florham Park. Wedler led the 
130 guests in sampling wines paired with music while they 
wore light-blocking eye shades.

With tastings poured, Wedler directed everyone to sniff 
and taste the first wine as he played Dave Matthews’ “Walk 
Around the Moon.” When the song ended, he asked the 
crowd to guess the wine’s color and type and describe the 
flavors. On the third wine, guests were asked to describe 
its differences to the second wine, a Sauvignon Blanc. 
Plenty of guests confidently called out “Chardonnay” and 
described different flavors, only for Wedler to inform them 
the two tastings were the same wine.

Joe Cicchetti said “the experience was a lot of fun — and 
enlightening.” Cicchetti and his wife, Antoinette, made 
VLANJ one of their charities of choice years ago because 
“I can see the true benefit of what they do.”

Recognizing VLANJ’s Pillars 
VLANJ President and CEO Bill Schuldt honored VLANJ’s 
pillars, the participants, staff, instructors, donors and 
volunteers who have provided “invaluable contributions 
to our past success along with their contributions to our 
future.”

Schuldt thanked VLANJ participants for being loyal 
advocates. They “have been at the center of everything 
we have done and will continue to drive our efforts.” 
Tasting in the Dark was generously sponsored by: New 
Jersey Natural Gas; Modera Wealth Management; Samsara 
Vision; General Vision Services; Thatcher McGhee’s; Carl 
and Sue Augusto; Kelly and Kevin Bleach; and Hoby 
Wedler, Ph.D. 

Image above is of Tasting in the Dark attendees enjoying 
the wine tasting.

Image above is the VLANJ staff celebrating 80 years 
at the Day of Giving event.
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Thank You

President’s Circle 
$5,000 +
Helen Adams
Bruce Ayman
Eugene Bogert
Mary Bonanno
Fund for the NJ Blind, Inc.
Gordon and Llura Gund Fund of  
  the Princeton Area Community  
  Foundation
Vincent and Evalyn Grado
Edith Jardine
Jay Frank Parmly Foundation
Lida M. Buckley Fund #1
Lydia Collins deForest Charitable    
  Trust
McGuinn Family Foundation
Novartis US Foundation
Herta Reinecken
Saddle River Valley Lions Club
Fred and Nancy Schumacher
The Blanche & Irving Laurie   
  Foundation
The Hyde and Watson Foundation
The Morristown Medical Center 
  Community Health Committee
Fred and Marie Weiss Foundation 
  Fund
William G. & Helen C. Hoffman 
  Foundation

Benefactor’s Circle 
$2,500-$4,999
Kevin and Kelly Bleach
Chester Lions Club
Peter & Mildred Galanti 
  Foundation
Williams Jones Wealth 
  Management

Patron’s Circle 
$1,000-$2,499
Carl and Susan Augusto
Bloomfield Lions Club
Joyce Chookazian
Church of the Saviour
Joseph and Antoinette Cicchetti
Gregory D`Alessandro
Antoni Kosinski
Lyndsey Lord
Viren and Leena Maniar
Moorestown Lions Club
Keith and Janice Robertson
RoNetco Supermarkets, Inc.
Marjorie Tedesco
Waldwick Lions Club
Brian and Mary Ann Zino

Friend’s Circle 
$500-$999
Sanford and Bettye Ames
Chuck Apelian
Carol Burgio
Frank Cafasso
Robert Cellini
Marvin Cheiten
Andrea Coladarci
Noshirvan Contractor
Costa Charitable Trust
Allan and Terri Cummings
Custom Cut Metal Products, Inc.
David and Lisa Ern
Josh and Denise Faehner
Bernard Falk
Stephen Figlewski
Lukas Franck and Pauline 
  Alexander
Anuj Gulati
Mitchell and Nancy Herman
Eve Hershkowitz
William and Jennifer Houck
David and Bonnie Jacobson
Robert Kermizian
Carol Kipilman
Jeffrey Mastracchio
Douglas and Marta Mayer
Brian and Rosy McCann
Nancy Montesano
Paul Moul
New Jersey Natural Gas
NJM Insurance
Dennis Nolfo
Norman Dean Home For Services
Christopher Reichert
Samsara Vision, Inc.
Juan and Adriana Sanchez
Philip So
Jay and Susanne Sytsma
Thatcher McGhees
The Merrill G. & Emita E. Hastings 
  Foundation
Joan Thuebel
John Trott

Partner’s Circle 
$250-$499
Anonymous NJ
Victor Arny
Peter and Christa Aubrey-Smith
Phyllis Bass
Senator Bucco
Century Air, Richard and Christine 
  Greene
Michael Chiacchiero
Phil and Kathleen Diguglielmo
Cathy Doherty
East Hanover Auto Sales/My Limo
Delores Eliassen
Bessie Gana
Jeff and Leigh Gardner

Patricia Gillespie
Matthew Graves
Green Brook Lions Club
Tony and Linda Groszew
Edgar and Nancy Hess
Tiana Ibric
Wilma Johnson
Jean Lin
Lincoln Park Lions Club
Martin and Lee Ann Mackin
McIntee Fusaro Del Corral, LLC
Dora Meler
Jim and Brenda Mulvihill
Barbara Nadolny
Tammy Nelson
Stephanie Novak and James 
  Stekas
Deborah Perelmuter
Barbara Peterson
Thomas and Amy Poon
Andrea Quigley
James and Jennifer Santosuosso
Peter and Judith Scardino
Bill and Sherrine Schuldt
Anthony Sessa
Ravi Shah
Richard Sherry
Carl and Iris Smith
The Provident Bank Foundation
Tzu-Lin Toner
Deon Vaughan
Terry and Dee Wayland
John Witmer
Humilitas Yamaura
John and Gidget Zakar
Douglas and Elsa Zavoda

Advocate’s Circle 
$100-$249
Henri Abi-Nader
Elise Adams
American Network Expert LLC
Thomas Andes
Anita Anthony
Bernard and Phyllis Aronson
Sal Arvonio
Jean Augustoni
Leroy Barber
Marie Bernegger
John and Patti Biehn
Patricia Bilancia
Black Diamond Solutions
John Bourbon
Barbara Bradley
Robert and Valerie Brewster
John Brill
Stuart Brown
Tom Browne
Joseph Castiglia
Thomas Cauley
John and Kathy Caviston
Patricia Cefalu
Lawrence and Gail Chasin
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Diane Cisowski
Linda Civitello
Mark and Eileen Consentino
William Cotter, Jr.
Lori and Dennis DeMarco
Glennon Depetris
Lioudvig Diankov
Michael Dunn
David Dyer
Robert Eby
Varadaraj and Sitalakshmi Elango
Richard and Paula Fackler
Henry Ferraioli
Lauren Fevola
Arthur and Rose Fillbrunn
Christopher Forte
Randi Friedman
Merwyn and Janet Friedman
Get Orcam LLC
Thomas Giblin
Asha Gulati
Carl Guzzo
Martin and Misty Hagan
Leonard Hahn, Jr.
Michael and Bernadette Halczli
William and Paula Hamilton
Steve Hansen
Joseph Heintjes
Anne Hellman
Hellman and Mackenzie Families
Herbert’s Transport
Gary Hesseltine
Jeffrey Hyman
Ramzi Iskande
Robert and Jeanette Jelonek
David Johnson
Brian and Chris Johnson
Elisha Johnson
Johnson & Johnson
Karen Julius
Robin July-Edwards
Miroslawa Jurusz
Kevin and Peggy Kane
Knights of Columbus Council 
  #5427
Eldin and Tajma Kotoric
William Kraenbring
William Leahy
Mui Lee
Arthur Levy
Henry Levy
Lions Club of Rutherford
Alexander Liu
Kathleen Lockard
Eamonn and Alice Long
Joseph and Madeline Longo
Victoria Lowrie
Alicia Lukachko
John Lynch
Timothy Mack
Lilian Mackenzie
Daniel Maida
Christine Markevich
Joan Martorella
Joseph and Ann Masino

Joseph Mathews
Eleanor Meade
Merck
Chuck and Carla Moschetto
Edwin and Diane Murray
Mutual of America
North Plainfield Lions Club
Orr’s Tree Service, Inc.
Kevin Page
Jack and Laura Parker
Hans and Rosemary Peeters
Diogens Perez
Jacqueline Piccolini
Boguslaw and Elzbieta Pietrzak
Holly Plut
Roseann Pospishil
Thomas and Theresa Potenza
Julie Prusinowski
Loretta Rappisi
Phillip and Angela Rehmus
William Reilly
Shannon Renfro
George and Yvonne Reuter
Rudy Rogers
Arthur and Carol Rogoff
Louis Salafrio
Jack and Virginia Salafrio
Edward and Mary Saltzman
Christine Schneider
Jeffery and Laura Scholz
Daniel and Jennifer Singer
Kent Smith
Tatiana Sougakova and Valery 
  Marfitsin
Karen Spears
William and Carly Stokes
Ellen Sullivan
Catherine Tarsitano
Nick and Leah Teoh
Virginia Testa
Janet Tester-Finnerty
Richard and Patty Torkildsen
Brijesh Trehan
Mary Tremmel
Jenny Upbin
Michele Valluzzi
Ardis Vaughan
Village of Ridgewood
Hal Weidman
Stephanie Weiss
Richard Winfield
Deborah Wolf
Ming Wu
Scott and Carole Yablonowitz
Jayne Zall
Lorraine Zamora

Supporter’s Circle 
Up to $99
Anthony Aceti
Michael Alpheaus
Jean Anderson
Mark and Gail Andrews

Vijay and Anjali Arora
Amanda Azzarone
Geraldine Baillod
Virginia Baker
James Baker
Charles and Rocca Bazalo
Sona Bent
Florence Bernstein
Patricia Bitondo-Piccochi
Charles and Patricia Bittman
Robert and Donna Block
Ian Blundell
Doug Bonnet
Judith Bonnet
Lynne Bradshaw
Thomas Brandt
Thomas and Rita Brenner
Robert Brodack
Doron and Kathy Bronshtein
Craig Bruch
Roger and Melba Budd
Jane Burkhardt
Mr. and Mrs. Caiati
Anthony Caragliano
John Carroll
Carolyn Cartmell
Stephen Chan
Kris Charry
Jerry and Norma Chaykin
Kathleen Clemente
Michael and Barbara Clements
Diane Coffman
Mary Ellen Coiro
Antoinette Conmey
Kim Conti
John Conway
Gerardo Cordasco
Jayne Cori
Joan Covine
Pam Crane
Thomas and Yvonne Craven
Anthony Dallegro
Judith Danco
Barbara Davis
James Deliyiannis
Michael and Elaine Dell-Elba
Ruth Dengrove
Anthony and Margaret Denuto
Francis and Judith Desilets
Paula Di Bernardo
Lucianna Dimeglio
Joseph Dimino
Dayle Dudek
Gloria Dunn
Robert and Maria Dyke
Vivian Elliott
Joyce Elliott
Aspi Erachshaw
Phyllis Ewing
Anthony Faiella
Lori Falk
William and Susan Ferara
Francis and Maria Ferrone
David Fierro
Francisco Figueiredo
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Marc Fink
Robert Finke
Lawrence and Elizabeth Forte
Bob and Kathleen Frisco
Lila Frost  
Marie Fucetola
Heide Fuchs
Rita Gardner
Claire Garry
Andrew Gaydos II
Edward and Patricia Gaylor
Kenneth Geary, Jr.
Marian Gerstenfeld
Louis Giliberti
Stephen and Kathleen Gillen
Russell Gluck
Sarah Gold
Helen Gorczyca
Mark and Marilyn Gordon
Christopher Gormley
Eileen Greenberg
Joan Gregilovich
Robert and Cathrine Gritman
GTG Development Corp.
Mary Gurzenda
Emile and Joann Haddad
Jerome Hairston
Anna Marie Hauer
Peter and Diane Heese
Mark and Maria Hemenetz
Lillian Horning
Nazar and Aishah Hussain 
Krishna  Iyer 
Kathleen Jannarone
Michael Johnstone
Theodore Jones
John Jurich
Ed Kaus
Keith’s Lawn Service
Edward and Dorothy Kelley
Richard Kennedy
Gerard Kiely
Charles and Judith Kilroy
David and Haila Kimball
Richard and Susan Kollmar
Leonard Korman
James Krasky
Frances Krauss
Margaret Krum
David Kruschka
Srinivas Kurella
Denise Lacerda
Richard and Joan Lalor
Allen LaPierre Jr.
Ed Larson
Ralph Latshaw
Judith Lautenberger
Loren and Lorraine Lauterbach
Robert and Andrea Lear
Barbara Leaver
Susan Leckart
Carol Lerner
Carmen Levon
Gerard and Barbara Linkowski
Thomas Lopipero

Harold and Fran Lowenfels
Henry Lysy
Janice Maccaskill
Rostam Madon
James Mahoney
Dorothy Maiolo
Michael Malaussena
Dennis and Joan Mantlick
Steve Maricic
David and Susan Marihugh
Philip and Nikki Marks
Robert Martinek
Russell and Susan Martone
Victor Massoud
Stephanie Mauriber
Henry Maye
Andrew and Dorothy Mayernik
Mary McAleer
Robert and Lorraine Meares
Janet Mellinger
John Melusky
Diane MiKolay
James and Jackie Millard
Catherine Minnihan
Patricia Montana
Ellen Moore
Rose Morabito
Eileen Morrison
Michael and Elizabeth Moynihan
Kurt and Eleanor Muenz
Joseph and Kathleen Mulligan
John and Sharon Murphy
Daniel Murphy 
Andrew and Susan Nelson
Rose Marie Nelson 
Robert and Dorothy Nielsen
Pat Nolan
Sarah O’Connell
John Oehler
Sharon O’Hare
Louis and Celeste Pandolfi
James Parachini, Jr.
James Paskalides
Ralph and Rose Pavese
Daniel Pepper
Taimia Peyton
Diane Pillion
Joseph and Helena Polkowski
Pompton Lakes High School
Vincent Jr. and Rebecca Pucci 
Michele Puzio 
Paul and Emily Rainey
Howard and Helen Reed  
John Reiff
Joseph and Shirley Rennon
James Rivard
Suzanne Robinson
Robert Rolleri
Kristen Rollins
Alan and Nan Rothberg
Rosemary Ruberg
Ursula Rucki
Paul Rue
Thomas Ruggia
Jean Ruland

Beverly Rzigalinski
Gloria Santiago
Lewis Satulsky 
Nancy Saunders
Joseph and Audrey Scarpa
Clement Scharff
George and Christine Scherer
Edward and Patricia Schlagenhaft
Herb and Adrianne Schlesinger
Lewis and Carol Schnapp
Frederick and Anne Schuldt
Ronald and Brigitte Sczerbak
Bernie and Jackie Seeko
Vivian Semeraro
William Shein and Susan Gordon
Thomas Shutkin
Anthony and Elsie Sienkiewicz
Vincent and Dorothy Silvia
Robert and Gretchen Simanski
Dale Sipos
Sally Sohigian
Southside Garage Inc.
Eileen Specchio
Francesca Sterlacci Purvin
Leslie and Dolores Stevens
George Stiff
Robert Stotka
Kristen Sullivan
Robert Switaj
Leon and Anna Tanko
Daphne Taratun
Kurt Taratun
William Tierney
Roger Topping
Stephen and Margaret Toth
Edward Tumminello
UKOGF Foundation 
Steve Urowsky
Paresh Vadalia
Alan and Janice Van Brunt
Adam and Joan Verchinski
Frances Vindici
Paul and Christine Vonderheyden
Cindy Voskian
William Vreeland Jr.
Gerard and Sandra Wazeter
Gioia Weber
Alexandra Wein
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VLANJ’s Journey Through 8 Decades

1943

1991

1955

2018 – Present

New Jersey Association 
for the Blind Created

A Focus on Independence

NJFFB Opens Summer Camp for 
Blind Women

Introduced New Innovative Programs

 Social club in Newark for camaraderie 
and to challenge societal biases.

A year-round independent skills training program 
for men and women is added at Diamond Spring 

Lodge. Technology courses follow.

As NJ Foundation for the Blind (NJFFB), the organization 
opens a summer camp for blind women at Diamond 
Spring Lodge in Denville. The founders focus on 
women’s needs because they have fewer options for 
leading an independent life at that time.

Low vision occupational therapy, virtual programs, 
community-based programs, and VLANJ@Home help 
bring VLANJ into its 80th year serving 300 adults with 
vision loss in programs.

Image above is a black and white picture of program 
participants enjoying time together.

Image above is a black and white picture of the 
Diamond Spring Lodge in Denville.

Image above is of VLANJ program participants using 
long white canes walking outside.

Image above is of two VLANJ program participants 
working with a yoga instructor.
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